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Assistant Commissioner for Patents - Mail Stop Amendment 
Washington D.C. 20231 USA 

Sir, 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR S 1.97(b) and (c) 

Applicant herewith encloses copies of the prior art references which have been 
cited in the European Search Report issued for the counterpart European Patent 
Application which contains subject matter equivalent to that of the present application. 
The references submitted herewith for consideration are listed on the attached form 
PTO-1449. 

A copy of the European Search Report (in English) is herewith provided which 
indicates the degree of relevancy found by the European Patent Office of each reference, 
so as to comply with the requirements of 37 CFR § 1.98(a)(3), according to the 
Commissioner's Comment 68, 1135 Off. gaz. Pat. Office 13,20 (Feb. 4, 1992), and as set 
forth in MPEP 609 part A(3). 

A copy of the Annex to the European Search Report is also enclosed, which 
indicates the patent family members of the patent documents cited in the Search Report. 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(c) and 37 CFR § 1.97(e)(1), the undersigned 
herewith states that each item of information contained in the present IDS was first cited 
in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of the present IDS. 

^ Resp^^^s^^ ^^e^^ 

Guido MODIANO (Reg. No. 19,928) 
Agent for the Applicant 


Date: 
Address: 
Telephone: 
Telefax: 


September 8, 2004 

ViaMeravigli 16, 20123 MILAN-ITALY 
(from USA) (01 1)(39)(02)8590-7777 
(from USA)(01 1)(39)(02)863-860 


End.: -Form PTO-1449. 

-Copy of European Search Report. 
-Cited references. 
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S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

(use several sheets if necessary) 


*EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


AA 


AB 


AC 


AD 


AE 


AF 


AG 


AH 


AI 


AJ 


AK 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


U-S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


ATTY. DOCKET No. 

27420/rf/lfp 


APPLICATION No. 

10/802,726 


APPLICANT 

Daniele GALAVOTTI 


FILING DATE 

March 18, 2004 


GROUP ART UNIT 

Still unknown 


6 372 495 Bl 


2002/168758 Al 


4 720 462 A 


DATE 


04 - 2002 


11 - 2002 


01 - 1988 


NAME 


L.M.FLENDRING 


FJ. MARTINEZ 


R.ROSENSON 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF 

APPROPRIATE 


AL 


AM 


AN 


AO 


AP 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


02/18535 A 


0 356 785 A 


0 419 234 A 


41 23 125 A 


0 909 811 A 


FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


DATE 


03 - 2002 


03 - 1990 


03 - 1991 


01 - 1993 


04 - 1999 


COUNTRY 


P.C.T. 


EUROPE 


EUROPE 


GERMANY 


EUROPE 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


EXAMINER 


AR 


AS 


AT 


OTHER PRIOR ART (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 


DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER: 


Initial if reference considered, whether or not criteria is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 
apphcant(s). 


